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Statement on E-Cigarettes 12/23/15 by 
Attorney General Tom Miller (D-Iowa)  

Miller: “The harm of the combustible cigarette is 
dramatically greater than the harm of the e-cigarette”1 

Key Points From Miller’s Statement: 

 “A panel of experts estimates that the e-cigarette is 95% less harmful.2 Another estimate is 90-
98% less harmful. But whatever number is correct, e-cigarettes are dramatically less harmful than 
combustible cigarettes.” 

 The view that they are equally harmful is incorrect and may be deterring smokers from 
switching to e-cigarettes. 

 There is a misconception about the prevalence of teen e-cigarette use: 

o “According to the National Youth Tobacco Survey, 13% of American high school students 
used an e-cigarette once or more in the last 30 days.3 This 13% includes regular and 
experimental use. The 13% figure has been repeated and used without qualification. 
People, therefore, assume that 13% of American High school students are regular users 
of e-cigarettes. Regular use – defined as 20 or more times in the last 30 days – is 
actually 2%.” [emphasis added] 
 

About Attorney General Tom Miller4 

 Longest serving attorney general in US:  1978 – present (except 1991-1994) 

 Leader in in the multi-billion dollar Master Settlement Agreement signed in 1998 between 
attorneys general of 46 states and the tobacco industry 

 Chairman of the Board of the Truth Initiative (formerly known as American Legacy Foundation), 
the nation’s largest non-profit public health organization dedicated to making smoking a thing of 
the past 

 Past President of the National Association of Attorneys General (NAAG) 

 

 

                                                           
1 https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/newsroom/statement-by-attorney-general-tom-miller-on-electronic-cigarettes/ 
2 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e-cigarettes-around-95-less-harmful-than-tobacco-estimates-landmark-review 
3 http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2015/p0416-e-cigarette-use.html 
4 https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/about-us/about-attorney-general-tom-miller 

https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/newsroom/statement-by-attorney-general-tom-miller-on-electronic-cigarettes/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e-cigarettes-around-95-less-harmful-than-tobacco-estimates-landmark-review
http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2015/p0416-e-cigarette-use.html
https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/about-us/about-attorney-general-tom-miller


 

Provided by Reynolds American Inc. Services Company. RAISC is a service provider to RJRT and other RAI companies.  
Last modified: Jan. 2016. For public policy purposes only.  

 

Source: https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/newsroom/statement-by-attorney-general-tom-

miller-on-electronic-cigarettes/ 

https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/newsroom/statement-by-attorney-general-tom-miller-on-electronic-cigarettes/
https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/newsroom/statement-by-attorney-general-tom-miller-on-electronic-cigarettes/
https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/newsroom/statement-by-attorney-general-tom-miller-on-electronic-cigarettes/


 

Provided by Reynolds American Inc. Services Company. RAISC is a service provider to RJRT and other RAI companies.  
Last modified: Jan. 2016. For public policy purposes only.  

 

Source: https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/about-us/about-attorney-general-tom-miller/ 

https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/about-us/about-attorney-general-tom-miller/
https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/about-us/about-attorney-general-tom-miller/

